The Japanese Adventure
Grade Level or Special Area: 2nd Grade Social Sciences
Written by: Amanda Sayre and Sara Wallender Broadmoor Elementary School, New Mexico
Length of Unit: 7 Lessons Approximately 45 Minutes Each
I. ABSTRACT

A. This unit is designed to immerse students in the Japanese culture.  Through technology, videos, books and activities students will get to travel half way around the world and experience a culture full of traditional richness.  This unit offers enrichment activities for students above grade level, and modifications for students needing more support. Several different subject areas and skills are incorporated into the lessons of this unit.  
II. OVERVIEW

A. Concept Objectives 
1.    Understand how geography affects a culture.  
2.    Understand how physical, natural, and cultural processes influence where people live, 
       and the ways in which people live.
3.  Appreciate how characteristics of culture affect behavior and lifestyles. 

B. Content from the Core Knowledge Sequence 

1. Modern Civilization and Culture: Japan (p. 48)

i. Geography

a.
Locate relative to continental Asia. “Land of the rising sun”   

b.
A country made up of islands; four major islands

c.
Pacific Ocean, Sea of Japan

d.
Mt. Fuji

e.
Tokyo






ii. Culture







a.
Japanese flag

b.
Big modern cities, centers of industry and business

c.
Traditional craft: origami

d.
Traditional costume: kimono

C. Skill Objectives 

1. Recognize where Japan is located on both a map and a globe.  (adapted from New Mexico Standards & Benchmarks for Social Studies 2.4 A 2, 2.1 A 1,2)

2. Identify the four major islands, the Pacific Ocean, the Sea of Japan, Mt. Fuji, and Tokyo. (SS 2.1 A 5)

3.  Discuss Japan’s location in relation to the continent of Asia. (SS 2.4 A 4, 9) 

4. Create a 3-D topographical map of Japan and label the four major islands, and bodies of water. (SS 2.4 A 4,5, 9)  

5. Construct a scrapbook travel journal to summarize each day’s lessons.  

6.  Identify the four seasons.  (NM SS SCI 2.2 B 1)

7. Understand the elements of a Haiku poem.  (NM SS LA 2.7 A)

8. Read and create a Haiku poem (NM SS LA 2.2 H, 2.12 B)

9. Recite and share a Haiku poem with classmates (NM SS LA 2.12 D)

10. Know & identify the traditional  clothing of Japan as a kimono ( NM SS SS 2.4 A.2)

11. Understand and discuss the connections between the four seasons, a Haiku poem, and a kimono.  (NM SS 2.4 A.2, SCI 2.1B1)

12.        Identify some of Japans major companies and relate them to everyday life. (NM SS 2.4 A 2)

13. Develop a collage that represents some of the Japanese brands that students are familiar with. (NM LA 2.1 P)

14. Write a paragraph about how life would be different without Japanese technology. (SS 2.4 A 2, LA H, I)

15. Identify, recognize, and answer questions about the art elements of the print The Great Wave. (NM SS VA 2A.1, 2A.2, 3A.1, 3A.2, 3B.1, 4A.1, 4A.2, 4B.1, 4B.2, 5A.1, 5A.2, 5B.1, 5B.2)

16. Identify, recognize, and answer questions about the art elements of the Himeji Castle. (NM SS VA 2A.1, 2A.2, 3A.1, 3A.2, 3B.1)

17. Create and carve a Japanese image in a bar of soap to be used as woodblock printing. (NM SS VA 1B.1, 1C.1, 1C.2)

18. Design and draw a personalized castle that depicts an individualized impression. (NM SS VA 2A.1, 4A.2)

19.   Study geography, history, and culture of Japan (NM SS 2.4 A 2)

20. Celebrate traditional customs using music in social situations (NMSB Music VIII, C 1)

21.  Study geography, history, and culture of Japan. (NMSB SS 2.4 A 2)

22. Record events on a timeline (NMSB MA IV A 5-7)

23. Use a timeline to determine duration and to show a 24-hour period (NM MA IV A 5-7)

24. Associate times with daily events (NM MA IV A 5-7)

25.     Be exposed to literature of various cultures (NM LA 2.4 A)

26. Receive and interpret messages and respond with understanding in fiction and nonfiction (NM LA D)

27. Study geography, history, and culture of Japan (NM SS 2.4 A 2)

28. Produce a variety of writing-journals (NM LA 2.2 H)

29. Use materials to investigate line symmetry and create shapes that have symmetry (NM MA 3 C 2) 
III. BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE

A. For Teachers 

1. Book- What Your Second Grader needs to know, E.D. Hirsch, Jr.
2. Book-Core Knowledge Teacher Handbook 

3. http://www.highlandschools-virtualib.org.uk/primary_curriculum/japan.htm  Virtual Library 
B. For Students 

1. Students should already know the location of Asia and the Pacific Ocean in relation to Japan.
IV. RESOURCES 
A. Book-This Place is Crowded., V. Cobb (Culminating Lesson)
B. Book-Count Your Way Through Japan, J. Haskins

C. Book-Haiku Picture Book for Children, K. Nishimot

D. CD Player

E. CD-The Very Best of Japanese Music by Various Artists (Can be purchased on www.amazon.com for approximately $11.00)
F. Computer with projector and internet access

G. Elmo
H. http://web-jpn.org/kidsweb/index.html    Kids Web Japan
I. http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/kids/hh/goplaces/main/0,28375,555016,00.html  Time for Kids Japan 

J. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sushi Sushi Information
K. http://www.foodnetwork.com/videos/quick-california-sushi-rolls/2975.html Video to make sushi
L. http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=C5D144A6-E41D-4075-8025-0AC18139996E&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US No food is like my food video
M. http://dev.origami.com/diagram.cfm Origami Website 
N. Google Earth download available at http://earth.google.com/ )
O. 13 minute video about food in Japan from United Streaming Site: (http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=C5D144A6-E41D-4075-8025-0AC18139996E&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
P. 2 minute video from the food network: http://www.foodnetwork.com/videos/quick-california-sushi-rolls/2975.html this video shows how sushi is made.  
Q. Google Earth map reference. http://earth.google.com/ .

V. LESSONS

Lesson One: Japan Geography with Maps and Globes
A. Daily Objectives 

1. Concept Objective
1. Understand how geography affects a culture.
2. Lesson Content  from the Core Knowledge Sequence
1. Modern Civilization and Culture: Japan (p. 48)

i. Geography

a.
Locate relative to continental Asia. “Land of the rising sun”   
b.
A country made up of islands; four major islands

c.
Pacific Ocean, Sea of Japan

d.
Mt. Fuji

e.
Tokyo

3. Skill Objective(s)

1. Recognize where Japan is located on both a map and a globe.  (adapted from New Mexico Standards & Benchmarks for Social Studies 2.4 A 2, 2.1 A 1,2)
2. Identify the four major islands, the Pacific Ocean, the Sea of Japan, Mt. Fuji, and Tokyo. (SS 2.1 A 5)
3.  Discuss Japan’s location in relation to the continent of Asia. (SS 2.4 A 4, 9) 
4. Create a 3-D topographical map of Japan and label the four major islands, and bodies of water. (SS 2.4 A 4,5, 9)  
5. Construct a scrapbook travel journal to summarize each day’s lessons.                  

B. Materials 

1. Instructional Master 10 –Core Knowledge Teacher Handbook  1 Copy
2. Map

3. Globe

4. Crayola  Model Magic (1 package per student)

5. Large Sheet of Paper (1per student)

6. Watercolor or Tempura Paint

7. Brushes

8. Markers 

9. Paper Bag Scrapbooks (See appendix A)

10. 1 Piece of Chart Paper 
11. Computer with Projector

12. Access to Google Earth (download available at http://earth.google.com/ )

13. Flag of Japan

C. Key Vocabulary 

1. Mount Fuji: the highest mountain in Japan. (S)
2. Sea of Japan: a body of water that separates Japan from the Asian continent. (S) 

3. Tokyo: the capital of Japan and its largest city. (S)

4. Topographic Map: a map that shows the shapes and characteristics of a piece of land. (T)

D. Procedures/Activities 

1. Begin lesson by showing students where Japan is on a map (you can use Instructional Master 10 from the Core Knowledge Teacher Handbook if you don’t have access to a classroom map) and asking the following question, “What route would you take if you were traveling to Japan?” Then show students Japan on a globe and ask them the same question.  Discuss with students the differences between maps and globes.  Compare and contrast the distance of Japan from America on a map verses a globe.  Students should understand that a map and globe show the same things, but with a different perspective.  
2. Using a map, compare the size of Japan with the size of the United States.  Say the following, “even though the United States is 25 times bigger than Japan it only has 2 times as many people. This means that things in Japan are 10 times more crowded and many buildings need to be 10 times taller.” Have students imagine that their classroom had 10 times more people in it.  Brainstorm some changes that we would need to made to our classroom.  List changes on a piece of chart paper (will be used in future lessons).
3. Expose students to Japan’s geographic features using Google Earth.  Show Japan’s location in relation to the continent of Asia.  Point out the four major islands, Tokyo, Sea of Japan, Mt. Fuji and the Pacific Ocean.  As time allows click on pictures from these regions. Make sure students understand that Mt. Fuji is a volcano. Students should know that Japan has over 80 volcanoes which causes Japan to have an instable crust leading to more than 1,000 earthquakes a year. Leave the Google Earth Map up while students complete the next activity.
4. Use Crayola Model Magic to create 3-D scale models of Japan’s islands. Show the four major islands, Tokyo, Sea of Japan, Mt. Fuji, and the Pacific Ocean. Allow time to dry.
5. Have students paint and label the islands and their geographic features. Paint and label the ocean waters that surround Japan.  
6. Show students a picture of the Japanese flag.  Tell them, “Japan is known as the ‘Land of the Rising Sun’ because it is the first country in the Asia area to see the sun in the morning.  The Japanese flag is white with a red circle in the middle.  The red circle represents the sun. In Japanese, it is called Hinomaru (circle of the sun).  The flag was officially adopted on January 27, 1870, but has been in use for over a thousand years.” 
7. Give each student a paper bag scrapbook.  Let them choose from the following activities:

1. Draw a map of Japan and label the different islands and bodies of water.

2. Write a short paragraph answering the following question, “How would your life be different if you lived in Tokyo, Japan.”
3. Write a story about traveling to Japan, answer the following questions. What route would you take?  How did you decide which route would be best?  What would you like to see while you were there?

4. Draw the flag of Japan and describe the significance of the red ciricle.

7. Extension For students that need enrichment activities you can have them create a travel budget for Japan.  Students would go online to travel sites such as Travelocity and price airplane tickets and hotels.  They can then create a project such as a poster, brochure, or power point to present their travel budget to their classmates. 
E. Assessment/Evaluation 

Ongoing informal assessment-Paper Bag Scrapbook-see Appendix A

Lesson Two: Haiku Poetry Fun

Daily Objectives 
1.    Concept Objective(s)

1. Understand how geography affects a culture.

2. Lesson Content from the Core Knowledge Sequence
1. Modern Civilization and Culture: Japan (p. 48)






i. Culture

3. Skill Objective(s)

1. Identify the four seasons.  (NM SS SCI 2.2 B 1)

2. Understand the elements of a Haiku poem.  (NM SS LA 2.7 A)

3. Read and create a Haiku poem (NM SS LA 2.2 H, 2.12 B)

4. Recite and share a Haiku poem with classmates (NM SS LA 2.12 D)

5. Know & identify the traditional  clothing of Japan as a kimono ( NM SS SS 2.4 A.2)

6. Understand and discuss the connections between the four seasons, a Haiku poem, and a kimono.  (NM SS SS 2.4 A.2, SCI 2.1B1)

F. Materials 

1. Haiku Picture Book for Children by Keisuke Nishimot

2. Chart Paper and markers

3. Paper for each student

4. Pictures of kimonos (Can be downloaded from Google Images)

5. Paper Bag  Scrapbook

6. Appendix B

7. Access to internet for extension activities.

G. Key Vocabulary 

1. Haiku-A “snapshot” of words, often related to nature or seasons.  This poem may not rhyme, but briefly captures a moment in time. (S)
2. Kimono-Traditional clothing of Japan, meaning “thing to wear”. (S)
3. Syllable-A unit of organization for a sequence of speech sounds (T)
H. Procedures
1. Begin a discussion with students about what the four seasons are and what their favorite season is.  Ask:  What are things seen during each season?  What happens to nature in each season? What are activities that you participate in during each season?  Record answers on chart.  Use for future reference.

2. Read samples of Haiku poems from “Haiku Picture Book for Children”  by Keisuke Nishimot and have students identify the common theme in most Haiku poems (nature and seasons)

3. Review the definition of a syllable and count the syllables in a few of the Haiku poems you have read.  Point out that a Haiku contains 17 syllables, three lines of 5, 7, and 5 syllables. 

4. Model the creation of a Haiku poem on chart paper.  Begin by brainstorming what nature or seasonal topic to write about.  Think small—one bird, not a flock, or one snowflake falling, not a snowstorm.  Allow students to participate and contribute to the creation of the Haiku.  

5. Instruct students to begin writing a Haiku independently.  Monitor and support as needed.  

6. Once students are finished with Haiku, transition into a group discussion about kimonos.  Begin by showing pictures.  Explain the pattern of the kimono can determine what season it should be worn. For example, a pattern with butterflies or cherry blossoms would be worn in spring. Watery designs are common during the summer. A popular autumn motif is the russet leaf of the Japanese maple; for winter, designs may include bamboo, pine trees and plum blossoms.
7. Hand out kimono template (Appendix B).  Have students color kimono and cut it out.  Students will then copy their Haiku on the back of the kimono.
8. Have students recite and share their Haiku poem with the class.  
9. Give students Paper bag scrapbooks.  Have them choose one activity from the following list:  
a. Write an additional Haiku and illustrate.

b. Copy a Haiku poem from book Haiku Picture Book for Children.  Identify the topic of the poem and illustrate.

c. Draw a kimono for each season.  

10.  Extension:  For gifted and talented students, have them research and write a similar ancient form of Japanese poetry, Senryu.    They also could research and write a Tanka, which is the most popular form of poetry in Japan.  For students performing below grade level, you could allow them to use illustration to express a form of nature or season. 

11.  To prepare for tomorrow’s lesson on Japanese Industry, ask students to observe and identify products that may have come from Japan.  
I. Assessment/Evaluation 

1. Ongoing Informal Assessment:  Paper Bag Scrapbook-See Appendix A

Lesson Three: Title Japan Modern Japan Cities and Industries
J. Daily Objectives 
1. Concept Objective(s) 
1. Understand how geography affects a culture.
2. Lesson Content from the  Core Knowledge Sequence
1. Modern Civilization and Culture: Japan (p. 48)






ii. Culture

b.
Big modern cities, centers of industry and business

3. Skill Objective(s)

1.  Identify some of Japans’ major companies and relate them to everyday life. (NM SS 2.4 A 2)
2. Develop a collage that represents some of the Japanese brands that students are familiar with. (NM LA 2.1 P)

3. Write a paragraph about how life would be different without Japanese technology. (SS 2.4 A 2, LA H, I)
K. Materials 

1. magazines
2. poster board

3. Paper Bag Scrapbooks (From previous lesson)
4. glue sticks

5. Appendix C

L. Key Vocabulary 

1. industry- is the manufacturing of a good or service within a category. (T)
2. technology- a broad concept that deals with an animal species' usage and knowledge of tools and crafts, and how it affects an animal species' ability to control and adapt to its environment. (S)
M. Procedures/Activities 

1. Ask students, “What are some things in your home that might have come from Japan?”  This question is designed to determine the students’ background knowledge about Japanese industry.  Students will probably not be able to come up with many answers to this question.  Then ask them, “Do any of you have a Japanese car?”  Once again students may not know the answer to this question either.
2. Show the students Appendix C.  This appendix names some of the Japanese companies that students may be familiar with.  Make sure you point out Nintendo and Sega.  Most students play video games and the connection needs to be made between the technologies we use everyday and Japan.
3. Put students into groups of three or four.  Give each group a couple of magazines, some glue sticks, and piece of poster board.  Explain to students, “I want you to look through these magazines and cut out advertisements for Japanese companies. You are then going to glue as many advertisements as you can find on your poster board.  You are making a collage of different Japanese companies that you are familiar with.”  You may want to have the Appendix C that shows the various companies where students can look at it.  If they are not sure about a certain company you can show them how to Google it. 
4. Have students present their collages in groups to their classmates.  When they are presenting ask them, “Which of these products do you use on a daily basis?  How would your life be different without these products?”
5. After students have presented their projects have them go back to their own desks and ask them to get out their Paper bag scrapbooks.  Have them write about Japanese industry and answer the following questions,

1. What is one thing in your house that came from Japan?

2. How would your life be different if you did not have this item?

3. How has Japanese industry changed the way we live here in America?

4. If you could buy one thing that was made in Japan what would it be?
N. Assessment/Evaluation 
Ongoing informal assessment-Paper Bag Scrapbook-see Appendix A

Lesson Four: Art of Japan
O. Daily Objectives 

1. Concept Objective(s)

1. Understand how geography affects a culture.

2. Lesson Content from the  Core Knowledge Sequence
1. Modern Civilization and Culture: Japan (p. 48)


i. Geography
a.
Locate relative to continental Asia. “land of the rising sun”   

b.
A country made up of islands; four major islands

c.
Pacific Ocean, Sea of Japan

d.
Mt. Fuji

e.
Tokyo






ii. Culture







a.
Japanese flag

b.
Big modern cities, centers of industry and business

c.
Traditional craft: origami

d.
Traditional costume: kimono
3. Skill Objective(s)

1. Identify, recognize, and answer questions about the art elements of the print The Great Wave. (NM SS VA 2A.1, 2A.2, 3A.1, 3A.2, 3B.1, 4A.1, 4A.2, 4B.1, 4B.2, 5A.1, 5A.2, 5B.1, 5B.2)

2. Identify, recognize, and answer questions about the art elements of the Himeji Castle. (NM SS VA 2A.1, 2A.2, 3A.1, 3A.2, 3B.1)

3. Create and carve a Japanese image in a bar of soap to be used as woodblock printing. (NM SS VA 1B.1, 1C.1, 1C.2)

4. Design and draw a personalized castle that depicts an individualized impression. (NM SS VA 2A.1, 4A.2)

P. Materials 

1. Print-The Great Wave at Kanagawa from the Thirty-Six Views of Mt. Fuji
2. Pictures of Himeji Castle.

3. Computer with projector, access to Internet, and Google Earth (download available at http://earth.google.com/ ).
4. Bar of Ivory soap for each student

5. Plastic butter knife for each student.

6. Black paint

7. Water paper-2 per student.

8. CD Player

9. CD of Japanese music

10. Paper bag scrapbook

Q. Key Vocabulary 

1. Nishiki-e-Woodblock printing is a technique for printing text, images or patterns used widely throughout East Asia. (S)
2. Line-A line is a basic element of art, referring to a continuous mark, made on a surface, by a moving point. (S)
3. Horizontal-Going side to side from a level surface. (S)
4. Vertical-Going straight up or down from a level surface (S)
5. Diagonal-A straight line inside a shape that goes from one corner to another (but not an edge). (S)
R. Procedures/Activities 

1. Cover up the title on the front of the print, The Great Wave at Kanagawa from Thirty-Six Views of Mt. Fuji.  Show children the print.  

2. Ask the following questions:  What do you see in this picture?  Answers will vary, but children should see giant waves, sea foam, one or more boats, a mountain, and writing.  Do you see any people?  Yes, they look very small in a long, narrow boat.  What do you think is about to happen to the people?  Would you like to be them?  Why or why not? A wave is about to crash down on the boat.  Children may say that the scene looks exciting or dangerous.  There is a snowy mountain in the distance.  What do you notice about the lines of the mountain and the lines of the waves.   They are similar, almost vertical, as though the waves are mountains.  Are there any signs that this is a Japanese picture?  Yes, there are printed letters in Japanese in the upper left-hand corner.

3. Discuss that this famous woodblock print was done by the Japanese artist, Hokusai.  It depicts an enormous wave threatening boats.   As in all the other prints in the series, Mt. Fuji can be seen in the background.   The wave is probably not intended to be a tsunami, but a normal ocean surface wave created by the wind.  Like the other prints in the series, it depicts the area around Mt. Fuji under particular conditions.

4. Discuss the size of the print (10 x 15 in.)   Discuss that the print was done using  Nishiki-e technique or woodblocking.

5. Give each student a bar of soap and a plastic butter knife.  Instruct them to carve a Japanese image.  As students are working, play Japanese music.  

6. When students’ carvings are complete, supply them with black paint, and white paper.  Allow them to “stamp” their image.

7. As students’ Nishiki-e print is drying, show them photos of the Himeji Castle on Google Earth.  

8. Say the following:  This Japanese building is sometimes called the “White Heron Castle.”  Why do you think its nickname refers to the white bird?  It is white in color and its eaves look like flapping wings.    What different kinds of line can you see on the building?  There are horizontal, vertical, diagonal, and curving lines.  Which two shapes do you see most often?  Rectangles and triangles appear most often.    Because this is a castle, the architect wanted to give the impression of strength, power, and privacy.  How did he do this?  The building is tall and not welcoming.  The windows are only slits, perhaps for archers to shoot arrows from.  The horizontal and vertical lines make the castle look at steep and rugged as a canyon wall.  The weep of the roof makes the building look proud.

9. Have students’ get out their paper bag scrapbook.  Have them do the following activities.  

1. Have them design their own castle.  They must include the same lines (horizontal, vertical, diagonal, and curving) and shapes (rectangles and triangles) as the Himeji Castle.  

2. Have them cut out their Nishiki-e print and glue into scrapbook.

10. Have students’ share with the class the Japanese image they carved for the Nishiki-e print and what impression their castle portrays.  

11. Extension-Have student research other prints in Hokusai’s series Thirty-Six Views of Mt. Fuji.
12. Modification-If students struggle with carving the soap, allow them to draw on the white paper using black fine tipped markers. 

S. Assessment/Evaluation 

1. Ongoing Informal Assessment-Paper bag scrapbook-See Appendix A
Lesson Five: Japanese Food and Tea
T. Daily Objectives 

1. Concept Objective(s)

1. Understand how geography affects a culture.

2. Lesson Content 

1.   
Modern Civilization and Culture: Japan (p. 48)






ii. Culture

3. Skill Objective(s)

1. Study geography, history, and culture of Japan (NM SS 2.4 A 2)

2. Celebrate traditional customs using music in social situations (NMSB Music VIII, C 1)
U. Materials 

1. computer with internet access and projector
2. Fruit Roll-Ups 1 per 3 students
3. icing-1 can
4. rice cereal (Kellogg’s Rice Crispies)-1 box
5. string licorice 1 bag (Twizzlers pull apart strings work great)

6. m&m’s 1 large bag

7. pillows 1 per student 

8. low tables as many needed for small groups

9. tea pot

10. green tea enough for each student to have a cup

11. tea cups 1 per student

12. chop sticks 1 set per student

13. cd player

14. cd of Japanese music

15. appendix D 

V. Key Vocabulary 

1. yen- Japanese currency/money. (T)
2. Sushi- A Japanese dish of vinegared, short-grained, sticky white rice with various other ingredients, usually raw fish, other types of seafood, or vegetables. (S)
3. rice paddies- A paddy field is a flooded parcel of arable land used for growing rice and other semi aquatic crops. (S) 
4. tatami-a mat made out of straw used as a floor covering in most Japanese homes. (T)
W. Procedures/Activities 

1. Have students watch a 13 minute video about food in Japan from United Streaming Site: (http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=C5D144A6-E41D-4075-8025-0AC18139996E&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
2. Ask students, “What types of foods did you see in the video.  Where do you think these foods come from?” Students should make the connection between the types of foods and the geography of Japan.  Tell the students, “The Japanese people have access to a wide variety of fish because they are an island nation.”
1. Have students watch the 2 minute video from the food network: http://www.foodnetwork.com/videos/quick-california-sushi-rolls/2975.html this video shows how sushi is made.  
3. Students will then create their own “candy sushi” See Appendix D. Give each student a set of chop sticks and let them try to eat their sushi with them.
4. Discuss the importance of tea ceremonies in Japan.  Incorporate traditions such as; taking of shoes before entering rooms, sitting on pillows on the floor, and serving tea in a particular manner.  Tell students, “The aim of the Tea Ceremony is to prepare and serve green tea so politely and simply that everyone experiences feelings of calmness and peace of mind. Wealthy people sometimes have separate teahouses just for this ceremony.”
5. Prepare classroom for Tea Ceremony by placing short tables and pillows on the floor. Express the importance of an orderly soothing atmosphere.  If you have Japanese music on had it will help to set the mood. Serve tea to students according to Japanese Tea Ceremony customs.  Check out the wikipedia website, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese_tea_ceremony for customs and traditions.
6. After the Tea Ceremony have students return to their desks and get out the Paper Bag Scrapbooks.  Have them choose from the following activities
1. Have students draw a picture of a Japanese Tea Ceremony and different foods from Japan.

2. Have students explain a Japanese Tea Ceremony and the steps associated with it.

3. Write down the steps to make a candy sushi roll.

4. Write about the different foods you would order if you visited Japan, and where they came from. 
X. Assessment/Evaluation 

Ongoing informal assessment-Paper Bag Scrapbook-see Appendix A
Lesson Six: Day in the Life of a Japanese Girl-Timeline  

Daily Objectives 

1. Concept Objective(s)

1. Understand how geography affects a culture.

2. Lesson Content 

1. Modern Civilization and Culture: Japan (p. 48)


i. Geography





ii. Culture

3. Skill Objective(s)

1. Study geography, history, and culture of Japan. (NMSB SS 2.4 A 2)
2. Record events on a timeline (NMSB MA IV A 5-7)

3. Use a timeline to determine duration and to show a 24-hour period (NM MA IV A 5-7)

4. Associate times with daily events (NM MA IV A 5-7)

Y. Materials 

1. Computer with projector and internet access
2. Blank Timeline See Appendix E 1 per student

3. Time/Duration Worksheet See Appendix F 1 per student

Z. Key Vocabulary 

AA. Procedures/Activities 

1. On computer go to the website; http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/kids/hh/goplaces/article/0,28376,555151,00.html and project the Day in the Life article on the screen.  Give each student a blank timeline.  Model how to take the information from the article and put it on a timeline.  Students will complete this activity with you while they follow along.  
2. Give each student a Time/Duration worksheet and model how to transfer the information from the timeline to the worksheet.  This activity will allow students to practice determining the duration, or how long, activities take.  Show them a few examples and then let students complete the rest on their own.  
3. Allow students time to illustrate their timeline.  This will help visual students see what is happening during a girl’s day in Japan.
4. Pass out Paper Bag Scrapbooks.  Students will construct a timeline in their scrapbooks depicting a day they would like to spend in Japan.  They can include places they would like to go, and foods they would like to eat.
AB. Assessment/Evaluation 
1. Ongoing informal assessment-Paper Bag Scrapbook-see Appendix A

Lesson Seven: Origami

Daily Objectives 

1. Concept Objective(s)

1. Understand how geography affects a culture.
2. Lesson Content 

1. Modern Civilization and Culture: Japan (p. 48)






ii. Culture

c.
Traditional craft: origami

3. Skill Objective(s)

1. Be exposed to literature of various cultures (NM LA 2.4 A)
2. Receive and interpret messages and respond with understanding in fiction and nonfiction (NM LA D)

3. Study geography, history, and culture of Japan (NM SS 2.4 A 2)

4. Produce a variety of writing-journals (NM LA 2.2 H)

5. Use materials to investigate line symmetry and create shapes that have symmetry (NM MA 3 C 2)
AC. Materials 

1. The Tongue Cut Sparrow” story can be found in What Your 2nd Grader Needs to        Know
1. Origami paper 1 piece per student

2. Computer with Projector, Elmo and  Internet access

3.  “The Tongue Cut Sparrow” story can be found in What Your 2nd Grader Needs to Know
AD. Key Vocabulary 

1. origami: the Japanese traditional art of folding paper into figures. (S)
2. kami: special origami paper-kami is the Japanese word for paper (S)
AE. Procedures/Activities 

1. Read “The Tongue Cut Sparrow” to your students.  Discuss the moral of the story.  Tell students, “In Japan animals are highly respected.  They are used in stories of caution and morality.  Animals are incorporated in their beliefs, art, literature, and religion.  Today we are going to study one of the art forms that that Japanese are famous for.  Origami is the art of paper folding. Many Japanese study the art of origami and practice for years before they perfect their skills. Animals are often incorporated into origami.  Today we are going to look at different origami art galleries, and learn how to fold an origami crane.”
2. Go online to http://www.origami.com/gallery.html and look at the different examples of origami with your students.  There are also many other websites that you can find with origami examples.  
3. Pass out origami paper and the directions on how to fold an origami crane. Go to the website; http://www.origami.org.uk/origamicrane.htm and follow along with the animated instructions.  You can pause the instructions as needed. 
4. Have students get out the Paper Bag Scrapbooks.  Let them choose from the following activities;

1. Draw a picture and write about their favorite piece of origami they saw online.  They need to say why it was their favorite and if they think it would be a difficult thing to do.

2. Origami is something that has to be practiced over several years.  Have students write about what it might be like to practice folding paper day after day for years.  Students can write about something they would like to be good at and how they would practice to become better.

5. Extension-Students who enjoy origami can go online and print of different diagrams that show how to fold just about anything.  Students can practice folding different shapes and animals and then present what they made and what they thought about origami.
6. Modification- Some students may find the crane too difficult.  The origami hat is one of the easiest designs and may be substituted for the crane. 

AF. Assessment/Evaluation 
1.    Ongoing informal assessment-Paper Bag Scrapbook-see Appendix A

VI.
CULMINATING ACTIVITY (Optional)

A.    Students will complete a webquest about visiting Japan.  Have students go to the website; http://www.cusd.chico.k12.ca.us/libraries/elementary/japan and complete the webquest.  This webquest was designed by a teacher who was about to get a new student from Japan in her classroom.  It will allow students to continue to learn about the geography and culture of Japan.
VI. HANDOUTS/WORKSHEETS 
A. Appendix A:  Paper Bag Scrapbook (All Lessons)
B. Appendix B:  Kimono Template (Lesson 2)
C. Appendix C:  Names of Japanese Companies (Lesson 3)
D. Appendix D:  Candy Sushi Recipe (Lesson 5)
E. Appendix E: Blank Timeline (Lesson 6)
F. Appendix F: Time/Duration Worksheet (Lesson 6)
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Appendix A 

Paper Bag Scrapbook Directions

The Grocery List

· 2 paper bags, any size 
· Scissors 

· Ribbon or Yarn
· Stapler 

· Ruler 

· Hole punch 

Directions

1. First you will need to cut off the bottom of your paper bags. The easiest way is to leave your paper bag folded flat. Lift the bottom flap and then cut straight across the bag. You will do this to all of your paper bags making sure they are even. 

2. Next you will individually fold each bag in half. Then set them on top of one another. 

3. Use your hole punch to cut 3 holes down the left side of the book. 
4. Cut the ribbon or yarn into 3 strips about 5 inches long. Feed the ribbon through the holes and tie. 

5. Now the real fun begins. Decorate your pages!

Appendix B

Kimono template

Copy on cardstock.  Have students color and cut out.  

They must also copy their Haiku on the back.
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Appendix C

Names of Japanese Companies

Car Companies:                   




Electronics:  

Toyota







Casio

Nissan







Citizen

Honda







Epson

Suzuki







Fuji

Mazda







Hitachi

Mitsubishi







Nintendo

Kawasaki







Nikon

Subaru







Pioneer










Sanyo










Sega










Sony

Appendix D

Candy Sushi Recipe

Ingredients

· 1 Can vanilla icing

· 2 cups puffed rice cereal (recommended: Kellogg's Rice Krispies cereal) 

· 4 fruit roll-ups any brand, any flavor 

· 8 strips licorice candy (recommended: Twizzler's brand), any flavor – pieces should be 6 to 7 inches long, trim to match width of roll-ups 

· 1 Bag of M&Ms 

Directions

In a bowl mix together the vanilla icing and the rice cereal.  

Roll out the fruit roll-ups. Place 1/4 of the coated cereal onto each fruit roll up and spread and gather toward 1 side of roll up. Place 2 licorice twists onto the center of the spread out cereal mix. Wrap and roll the candy and fruit roll ups, maneuvering the licorice to the center of the roll, so that the finished product resembles a sushi roll. Repeat with remaining rolls. 

Place a sharp knife into a bowl of very warm water. Cut candy sushi with warm knife and arrange on a plate.  Place a couple of M&Ms on top of each piece of sushi then serve. 

Appendix E

Timeline

Day in the Life of a Japanese Girl

Name________________________________________________

6:30
7:30
8:30
9:30
10:30
11:30
12:30
1:30
2:30
3:30
4:30
5:30
6:30
7:30
8:30
9:30
10:30

Appendix F
Time/Duration Worksheet

Name__________________________________________________________________

           Time


Activity

       Duration
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