Few and Far Between: Extra Minutes in the Day
Grade Level or Special Area: Language Arts/5th -6th (Can be adapted for K-4)
Written by: Carey Cleer and Wendy Haggerton, Mills Elementary
Length of Unit: 8 Lesson Activities
I. ABSTRACT

A. Wonder what to do with the extra minutes that are few and far between during your day?  This unit is designed as a collection of activities to use with the Core Knowledge Sayings and Phrases. Each lesson can be used to introduce or teach any saying, however the teacher decides. The lessons are independent of each other and can be taught in any order. 
II. OVERVIEW

A. Concept Objectives 

1. Understand common phrases and proverbs from the English language (Hobbs, NM Scope and Sequence.)
2. Identify and interpret figurative language. (NM Language Arts Standard 1: Reading and listening for comprehension; Grade 6 A4)
3. Demonstrate competence in the skills and strategies of the writing process. ( NM Language Arts Standard 2C: Writing and speaking for expression)
4. Apply grammatical and language conventions to communicate. (NM Language Arts Standard 2B: Writing and speaking for expression)
5. Develop dramatizations which include topics in other content areas such as literature, history, and science. (NM Theatre Standard 3B.)
6. Gather and use information for research and other purposes (NM Language Arts Standard 2B, Grade 5)
B. Content from the Core Knowledge Sequence
1. Sayings and Phrases 5th Grade (page 111)
a. Birthday Suit

b. Bite the hand that feeds you

c. Chip on your shoulder

d. Count your blessings

e. Eat crow

f. Eleventh hour

g. Eureka!

h. Every cloud has a silver lining

i. Few and far between

j. Forty winks

k. The grass is always greener on the other side of the hill.

l. To kill two birds with one stone

m. Lock, stock, and barrel

n. Make a mountain out of a molehill

o. A miss is as good as a mile

p. It’s never too late to mend

q. Out of the frying pan and into the fire

r. A penny saved is a penny earned.

s. Read between the lines

t. Sit on the fence

u. Steal his/her thunder

v. Take the bull by the horns

w. Till the cows come home

x. Time heals all wounds

y. Tom, Dick, and Harry

z. Vice versa

aa. A watched pot never boils

ab. Well begun is half done

ac. What will be will be

2. Sayings and Phrases 6th Grade (pg. 136)
a. All for one and one for all
b. All’s well that ends well

c. Bee in your bonnet

d. The best-laid plans of mice and men oft go awry.

e. A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush

f. Bite the dust

g. Catch-as-catch can

h. Don’t cut off your nose to spite your face.

i. Don’t lock the stable door after the horse is stolen.

j. Don’t look a gift horse in the mouth.

k. Eat humble pie

l. A fool and his money are soon parted.

m. A friend in need is a friend indeed.

n. Give the devil his due.

o. Good fences make good neighbors

p. He who hesitates is lost.

q. He who laughs last laughs best.

r. Hitch your wagon to a star.

s. If wishes were horses, beggars would ride.

t. The leopard doesn’t change his spots.

u. Little strokes fell great oaks.

v. Money is the root of all evil.

w. Necessity is the mother of invention.

x. It’s never over till it’s over.

y. Nose out of joint

z. Nothing will come of nothing

aa. Once bitten, twice shy

ab. On tenterhooks

ac. Pot calling the kettle black

ad. Procrastination is the thief of time

ae. The proof of the pudding is in the eating
af. RIP

ag. The road to hell is paved with good intentions

ah. Rome wasn’t built in a day.

ai. Rule of thumb

aj. A stitch in time saves nine.

ak. Strike while the iron is hot

al. Tempest in a teapot

am. Tenderfoot

an. There’s more than one way to skin a cat

ao. Touché!

ap. Truth is stranger than fiction

C. Skill Objectives 
1. Recognize and review previous grade level sayings and phrases (Hobbs, NM Scope and Sequence)
2. Draw/illustrate sayings and phrases (NM Language Arts Standard 2B)
3. Match sayings and phrases to definitions (NM Language Arts Standard 1A, Grade 6)
                          4.   Act out sayings and phrases (NM Theatre Standard 3B)
                        5.   Identify a saying by watching it being acted out (NM Theatre Standard 3B)


6.   Identify a saying by writing in complete sentences (NM Language Arts Standard 2B)
6. Use the Internet for research (if available) –(NM Language Arts Standard 2B, Grade 5)
7. Explain saying origins (NM Language Arts Standard 2B, Grade 5)
8. Create a vignette  ( NM Language Arts Standard 2C)
9. Identify different sayings and phrases by using various means (NM Language Arts Standard 2B)
III. BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE

A. For Teachers 

1. Core Knowledge Sequence
2. Marvin Terban, Scholastic: Dictionary of Idioms
B. For Students 

1. 4th -6th  Sayings and Phrases
IV. RESOURCES 
A. Hirsh, E.D. What Your 5th Grader Needs to Know
B. Hirsh, E.D. What Your 6th Grader Needs to Know
C. Core Knowledge Sequence
D. Judy Wilson Goddard, Fun with Idioms
E. Loreen Leedy & Pat Street, There’s a Frog in my Throat
V. LESSONS

Lesson One: Review of Previous Sayings and Phrases
A. Daily Objectives 

1. Concept Objective(s)

a. Understand common phrases and proverbs from the English language (Hobbs, NM Scope and Sequence.)
2. Lesson Content 

a.
Sayings and Phrases 5th and 6th grade (pg. 111 & 136)
3. Skill Objective(s)

a. Recognize and review previous grade level sayings and phrases(Hobbs, NM Scope and Sequence)
B. Materials
1. Appendix A : Sayings and Phrases 
C. Key Vocabulary 
1. An idiom is a manner of speaking that is natural to native speakers of a language; the meaning of the whole group of words taken together has little, often nothing, to do with the meanings of the words taken one by one.
2. A proverb is a short saying in frequent and widespread use that expresses a basic truth or practical principle.
D. Procedures/Activities 
1. Use Appendix A: Sayings and Phrases to orally quiz the students on past sayings and phrases from previous grade levels. Since this unit is filling in extra minutes, pick just a few of the sayings to go over and review.  
2. Ask students: “What does (insert saying) mean?”

3. Have a class discussion calling on different students each time.

4. Stop and clarify any saying that the students may have trouble with or need more explanation.

5. Have students verbally give examples of how and when to use a saying. 
6. Continue until all sayings are reviewed.  You can pick up any sayings not covered at other free times.
E. Assessment/Evaluation 
1. Teacher will assess students’ knowledge on previous sayings by observing classroom participation and answers given.
Lesson Two: Illustrating Sayings and Phrases
A. Daily Objectives 
1.          Concept Objective(s)
a.
Understand common phrases and proverbs from the English language (Hobbs, NM Scope and Sequence.)

b.
Apply grammatical and language conventions to communicate          (NM  Language Arts Standard 2B: Writing and speaking for expression)
2.
Lesson Content 

a.
Sayings and Phrases 5th and 6th Grade (pg. 111 & 136)
3.
Skill Objective(s)

a. Draw/illustrate sayings and phrases(NM Language Arts Standard 2B) 
B. Materials
1. Appendix A: Sayings and Phrases
2. Appendix B: Figurative/Literal Drawing Page (1 per student)

3. Pencil (1 per student)

4. Colors/Map pencils (several colors per student)

C. Key Vocabulary 

1. Illustrate provides an explanation by using colorful drawings.
2. Literal is a word-to-word translation of a phrase.  It doesn’t necessarily give the actual meaning.

D. Procedures/Activities 

1. Use Appendix A: Sayings and Phrases to pre-assess the students’ knowledge on current grade level sayings and phrases.

2. Ask students: “What does (insert saying) mean?”

3. Have students verbally give a definition of the selected saying. 

4. Stop and clarify any saying that the students may have trouble with or need more explanation.

5. Explain to the students the difference between Literal and Figurative meaning.

6. Hand out Appendix B: Figurative/Literal Drawing Page to each student.

7. Students will draw and color two interpretations of the selected saying.

8. Drawing one is to be a literal drawing; drawing two is to be the actual meaning of the saying.

9. Continue until desired number of sayings is introduced.

E. Assessment/Evaluation 

1. Teacher will assess the students’ two drawings by checking for accuracy and completion.

Lesson Three: The Matching Game
A. Daily Objectives 

1. Concept Objective(s)

a. Understand common phrases and proverbs from the English language     


(Hobbs, NM Scope and Sequence.)
b.
Identify and interpret figurative language. (NM Language Arts 

Standard 1: Reading and listening for comprehension; Grade 6 A4)
2. Lesson Content 

a.
Sayings and Phrases 5th and 6th grade (pg. 111 & 136)
3. Skill Objective(s)

a.          Matching sayings and phrases to definitions (NM Language Arts      

             Standard 1A, Grade 6) 
B. Materials
1. Appendix A: Sayings and Phrases
2. Appendix C: Example of Matching: answer key
3. Index cards 

4. Writing utensil

5. Glue

6. 11 x 14 large piece of construction paper (1 per student any color)
C. Key Vocabulary
There is no key vocabulary for this lesson.
D. Procedures/Activities 

1. Teacher or students will use Appendix A: Sayings and Phrases to create index cards with current grade level sayings and phrases. One set of cards will have the saying; another set will have the definition. Pictures can also be drawn.

2. Have students shuffle the cards and place in front of them in rows. 

3. Students will turn over a card and then try to find its match.

4. When a match is found, those two cards are taken from the game.
5. Students will take the two matching cards and glue them side-by-side on a sheet of construction paper.

6. Continue until all cards have been matched.

E. Assessment/Evaluation 

1. Teacher will assess the students’ matching by checking the construction paper with glued cards for accuracy.
Lesson Four: Charades
A. Daily Objectives 

1. Concept Objective(s)
a. Understand common phrases and proverbs from the English language (Hobbs, NM Scope and Sequence.)

b. Develop dramatizations which include topics in other content areas such as literature, history, and science. (NM Theatre Standard 3B.)
c. Apply grammatical and language conventions to communicate. (NM Language Arts Standard 2B: Writing and speaking for expression)
2. Lesson Content 

a.         Sayings and Phrases 5th and 6th grade (pg. 111 & 136)
3. Skill Objective(s)

a.         Act out sayings and phrases (NM Theatre Standard 3B)
b.         Identify a saying by watching it being acted out (NM Theatre Standard         

           3B)
c.
Identify the saying by writing in complete sentences (NM Language Arts Standard 2B)
B. Materials
1. Appendix A: Sayings and Phrases 
2. Index cards 

3. Pen/Pencil (1 per student)
4. Notebook paper (1 sheet per student)
C. Key Vocabulary
                        1.    Charade is a game in which words or phrases are represented in pantomime, sometimes syllable by syllable, until they are guessed by the other players. 
D. Procedures/Activities 
1. Before you begin the lesson, the teacher will need to create numbered index cards with the current grade level sayings and phrases and the definition. (Teacher can use Appendix A: Sayings and Phrases)

2. Shuffle the cards and have students chose a card. 

3. Individually or in groups, students will act out the saying from the card drawn.
4. The rest of the class will try and guess the saying.

5. Students guessing the charade will write down the number from the card being acted out and identify which saying they think it is. 
6. Continue until all sayings have been acted out.

7. When all sayings are acted out, the students will need to turn in their notebook paper with their guesses.

E. Assessment/Evaluation 

1. Teacher will assess the students’ answers by checking their papers for accuracy and complete sentence structure.
Lesson Five: Internet Search
A. Daily Objectives 

1. Concept Objective(s)

a. Understand common phrases and proverbs from the English language (Hobbs, NM Scope and Sequence.)
b.
Gather and use information for research and other purposes (NM Language Arts Standard 2B, Grade 5)
2. Lesson Content 

a.         Sayings and Phrases 5th and 6th grade (pg. 111 & 136)
3. Skill Objective(s)

a.         Use the Internet for research (if available) (NM Language Arts Standard         

            2B, Grade 5)
b.         Explain saying origins 

B. Materials
1. Appendix A: Sayings and Phrases 
2. Appendix D: Criteria for Project (given to student)

3. Appendix E: Scoring Rubric

4. Computers

5. Internet access

6. Paper or Word processing program

C. Key Vocabulary
1. Research is to search for information using technology, books, magazines, etc. to  

      help gain knowledge about a topic.
2. The origin is the point at which something comes into existence or from which it derives or is derived.
D. Procedures/Activities 

1. Teacher will use Appendix A: Sayings and Phrases to assign a saying to each student.

2. Hand out Appendix D: Criteria for Project and the Internet to research a given saying to each student.
3. Students will search for the sayings meaning, origin, and a descriptive picture using the Internet.
4. When the students have researched and found their information, they will put their information together using paper or a word processing program.

5. Have the students turn in their final project. 

E. Assessment/Evaluation 

1. Teacher will assess the students’ project by using Appendix E: Scoring Rubric. 
Lesson Six: Vignette
A. Daily Objectives 

1. Concept Objective(s)

a. Understand common phrases and proverbs from the English language    


(Hobbs, NM Scope and Sequence.)
b. Demonstrate competence in the skills and strategies of the writing  
process. ( NM Language Arts Standard 2C: Writing and speaking for expression)
c. Apply grammatical and language conventions to communicate. 
(NM Language Arts Standard 2B: Writing and speaking for expression)
2. Lesson Content 

a.         Sayings and Phrases 5th and 6th Grade (pg. 111 & 136)
3. Skill Objective(s)

a.         Create a vignette ( NM Language Arts Standard 2BC)  

B. Materials
1. Appendix A: Sayings and Phrases 

2. Appendix F: Instructions for Written/Drama Vignette

3. Appendix G: Rubric for Written Vignette

4. Appendix H: Rubric for Drama Vignette 

5. What Your 5th/6th Grader Needs to Know
6. Computers (optional)
7. Paper (optional)

8. Word processing program (optional)
9. Props needed for scene (if applicable)

C. Key Vocabulary
1. A vignette is a short, descriptive story or scene, as from a movie.
D. Procedures/Activities 

1. Teacher will use Appendix A: Sayings and Phrases to assign a saying to each student.

2. Students will use Appendix F: Instructions for Written/Drama Vignette to choose either to produce a written vignette or a drama vignette.
3. Teacher will use the sample vignettes from What Your 5th/6th Grader Needs to Know (the stories after each saying) to provide students with examples.
4. For example, read the story after the saying “What will be will be” once the students have heard the example, they will have an understanding of what the assignment is.
5. The students can choose to do either the written or drama vignette for their project.  Hand out Appendix F: Instructions for Written/Drama Vignette. This is the guidelines and gives the students an idea on what is required.
6. Once the students have finished they will present either a written story or an acted out scene that accurately gives an example of their saying to their classmates.
E. Assessment/Evaluation 

1. Teacher will assess the students’ written story or scene by using Appendix G or H: Rubric.
Lesson Seven: Clip an Idiom
A. Daily Objectives 

1. Concept Objective(s)

a. Understand common phrases and proverbs from the English language    

(Hobbs, NM Scope and Sequence.)

b.
Apply grammatical and language conventions to communicate. (NM  


Language Arts Standard 2B: Writing and speaking for expression)
2. Lesson Content 

a.    Sayings and Phrases 5th and 6th Grade (pg. 111 & 136)

3. Skill Objective(s)

a. Identify different sayings and phrases by using various means.
B. Materials
1. Appendix A: Sayings and Phrases 

2. 11 x 14 piece of construction paper (large size) (1 per group)
3. scissors

4. glue

5. various old magazines with pictures (enough for each group to have 2 different ones)

6. spot in classroom to hang up sayings

C. Key Vocabulary

There is no key vocabulary for this lesson.

D. Procedures/Activities 

1. Divide your students into groups of 2 or 3.

2. Tell students that they are going to be assigned a phrase that you have been covering.  

3. Teacher will use Appendix A: Sayings and Phrases to assign a saying to each group.

4. Hand out one piece of large construction paper to each group.

5. Tell the students that they will need to find and cut out pictures from different magazines to create their saying.  For example the saying “Barking up the wrong tree,” the students could find a picture of a dog barking and a picture of a tree.  They would need to glue the dog in front of the tree to show that he is “Barking up the wrong tree.”

6. Once the students have found their pictures, they will need to glue them on the construction paper.
7. Have the students write what saying it is on the back.  

8. When they have finished their work hang in the classroom where other students can see them.

9. Since the saying is on the back of the picture the other groups can try and guess what the other sayings are.

E. Assessment/Evaluation 

1. Teacher will assess the students’ pictures to make sure that they used correct pictures to show their saying.
Lesson Eight: Booking Sayings
A. Daily Objectives 

1. Concept Objective(s)

a. Understand common phrases and proverbs from the English language (Hobbs, NM Scope and Sequence.)

b. Apply grammatical and language conventions to communicate          (NM  Language Arts Standard 2B: Writing and speaking for expression)
2. Lesson Content 

a.
Sayings and Phrases 5th and 6th grade (pg. 111 & 136)

3. Skill Objective(s)

a. Recognize and review previous grade level sayings and phrases(Hobbs, NM Scope and Sequence)

b. Draw/illustrate sayings and phrases(NM Language Arts Standard 2B)
B. Materials
1. Appendix A : Sayings and Phrases 

2. Big Paper Bag (12 x 18) or big sheet of paper same size (1 for each student) 

3. Colors

4. Scissors

C. Key Vocabulary 

Use Key Vocabulary from Lesson 2.
D. Procedures/Activities 

1. Before you begin the lesson you will want to create an example of the book.

2. To make the paper bag book:

a. Use Appendix A: Sayings and Phrases to orally quiz the students on past sayings and Take a paper bag and cut down one of the seams to the bottom.

b. Lay the bag out in front of you.

c. Cut the bottom of the bag off so that you have a long rectangular sheet left.

d. Fold the paper longways (hotdog fold) to meet the other edge and crease well and unfold.

e. Fold the paper the other way (hamburger fold) to meet the other edge and crease well.  LEAVE IT FOLDED.

f. Keeping it folded, fold back one side to go back to the folded edge and crease well.  Flip the paper over and do it with the other side. (This is often called a “bat” fold.)
g. Unfold the last two folds.  Holding the folded side in your hand, cut from the folded side on the center crease to the first creased line.

h. Open the paper so that you have eight sections showing.

i. Fold the page longways (hotdog fold).
j. Hold the papers on each side and gently push the ends together to form the pages of the book.

k. Fold the front and back covers around so that the corners meet. Crease well.  You should have six pages inside for writing and artwork.

3. Once you have instructed the students on how to make their paperbag book, you need to either assign three phrases or have the students pick three phrases they would like to do.  Use Appendix A: Sayings and Phrases to help in this decision.  

4. When students have three sayings, they will need to design a cover for their paperbag book.
5. The first page when they open the book, they need to write one of their sayings.  The next page students draw a picture that goes with the saying.  It can be figurative or literal, whatever the teacher decides.  The next four pages are for the other two sayings to be done the same way.
6. When the students are finished, they need to turn in their finish work.

E. Assessment/Evaluation 

1. Teacher will assess the students’ paperbag book using criteria that they set.
VI. CULMINATING ACTIVITY (Optional)

A. At the end of the unit, students can use a multimedia program (Power Point) or publishing program (Microsoft publisher) to create a slideshow or newsletter that focuses on one or more of sayings. It can include, but is not limited to vocabulary, diagrams/pictures, explanations of topic, origins of saying, etc. Teachers can assess the project by making sure the criteria they set are met.

VII. HANDOUTS/WORKSHEETS 

A. Appendix A: Sayings and Phrases
B. Appendix B: Figurative/Literal Drawing Page
C. Appendix C: Example of Matching: answer key
D. Appendix D: Criteria for Project
E. Appendix E: Scoring Rubric 
F. Appendix F: Instructions for Written/Drama Vignette
G. Appendix G: Rubric for Written Vignette
H. Appendix H: Rubric for Drama Vignette
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Appendix A

Sayings and Phrases

4th Grade Sayings and Phrases

As the crow flies

by the most direct way, along a straight line between two places
Beauty is only skin deep

looks are superficial and often a beautiful person may have unpleasant characteristics
The bigger they are, the harder they fall.

The more powerful and successful people are, the more they suffer when they experience defeat and disaster.
Birds of a feather flock together

people who are alike often become friends or spend time together
Blow hot and cold

If you blow hot and cold on an idea, your attitude and opinion keeps changing; one minute you are for it, the next you are against.
Break the ice

relax and start a conversation in a formal situation
Bull in a china shop

a tactless person who upsets others or upsets plans, a very clumsy person
Bury the hatchet

stop arguing and become friendly with someone
Can’t hold a candle to

If something can't hold a candle to something else, it is much worse.
Don’t count your chickens before they hatch.

assume that something will be successful before it is certain
Don’t put all your eggs in one basket.

If you put all your eggs in one basket, you risk everything on a single opportunity which, like eggs breaking, could go wrong.
Etc.

Latin for and so on; and so forth
Go to pot

deteriorate
Half a loaf is better than none.

Something is better than nothing at all.
Haste makes waste

This idiom means that if you try to do something quickly, without planning it, you're likely to end up spending more time, money, etc, doing it.
Laugh and the world laughs with you

People prefer cheerfulness in others. A person who is cheerful will have company, but someone who is gloomy will often be alone
Lightning never strikes in the same place

the same thing never happens to the same person twice in the exact same way in the exact place.
Live and let live

be tolerant and accept other people who may be different
Appendix A continued
Sayings and Phrases

4th Grade Sayings and Phrases continued

Make ends meet

If somebody finds it hard to make ends meet, they have problems living on the money they earn.
Make hay while the sun shines

If you make hay, or may hay while the sun shines, you take advantage of an opportunity as soon as it arises and do not waste time
Money burning a hole in your pocket

Money that someone has just acquired and is eager to spend
An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure

A little precaution before a crisis occurs is preferable to a lot of fixing up afterward.
Once in a blue moon

To do something “once in a blue moon” is to do it very rarely:
One picture is worth a thousand words

A visual image can convey an idea or an emotion more effectively than words
On the warpath

If someone is on the warpath, they are very angry about something and will do anything to get things sorted the way they want.
RSVP

Répondez S'il Vous Plaît (French: Please Reply; commonly seen on invitations)
Run of the mill

If something is run-of-the-mill, there is nothing exceptional about it- it is ordinary or average.
Seeing is believing

something that you say which means you can only believe that something surprising or strange is true if you see it yourself.
Shipshape

If things are shipshape, they are in perfect working order.
Through thick and thin

If someone supports you through thick and thin, they support you during good times and bad
Timbuktu

it is a faraway and unknown place.
Two wrongs don’t make a right

An evil act can’t be corrected with more evil.
When it rains, it pours.

When something bad happens, and it doesn’t seem to stop and more and more keeps coming on.

You can lead a horse to water, but you can’t make it drink.

This idiom means you can offer something to someone, like good advice, but you cannot make them take it. 

                                                            Appendix A continued
Sayings and Phrases

5th Grade Sayings and Phrases 

Birthday Suit

When someone says that someone is wearing his or her “birthday suit,” we mean that person is naked.

Bite the hand that feeds you
When you harm someone who supports you, you are “biting the hand that feeds you.”
Catch forty winks
To “catch forty winks” is to take a nap.
Chip on your shoulder

When someone has “a chip on his shoulder,” it means that he seems eager to pick a fight.
Count your blessings

People use this saying to mean “Be thankful for what you have.”
Eat crow

If you “eat crow,” you have to take back something that you once said.
Eleventh hour

This phrase means “at the last possible moment.”
Eureka!

“Eureka” is a Greek word that means, “I have found it!”
Every cloud has a silver lining

Even bad things have a hidden good side.
Few and far between

Things that are “few and far between” are rare or not easily available.
The grass is always greener on the other side of the hill

This saying is often used to console a person who feels that what other people have is better than what he or she has.  It points out that appearances can be deceiving.
Kill two birds with one stone

When you do one thing but manage to accomplish two goals, you are “killing two birds with one stone.”
Lock, stock, and barrel

The phrase “lock, stock, and barrel” has come to mean “the  whole package” or “every last thing.”
Make a mountain out of a molehill

When someone makes a big deal out of something that is not very important, we often say the person is “making a mountain out of a molehill.”
A miss is as good as a mile.

This saying reminds us that missing by a little bit is no better than missing by a whole lot.
It’s never too late to mend

There is always time to improve yourself or change your ways.
Out of the frying pan and into the fire

This expression describes what happens when you go from a bad situation to an even worse one.

Appendix A continued
Sayings and Phrases

5th Grade Sayings and Phrases continued

A penny saved is a penny earned.

When you save money instead of spending it, it is almost the same as earning money, because you’ll have extra cash instead of an empty pocket.
Read between the lines

When you “read between the lines,” you go beyond the surface of what someone says to find out what the person really means.
Sit on the fence

To “sit on the fence” is to avoid taking sides in a debate or argument
Steal his/her thunder

If  you are planning on doing something that will impress other people, but another person does it first, that person is “stealing your thunder.”
Take the bull by the horns

This phrase means to stop hesitating and take action.
Till the cows come home

When we say this phrase, we mean that it won’t happen for a long time.
Time heals all wounds

When people say “time heals all wounds,” they are usually talking about feelings.  Sometimes after something bad happens, you feel better only when a lot of time passes.
Tom, Dick, and Harry

If you invite, “every Tom, Dick, and Harry,” to a party it means you are inviting just about everyone.
Vice versa

When people use this Latin term, they mean something is exactly the same but the other way round.
A watched pot never boils

When  you wait anxiously  for something to happen, it always seems to take longer.
Well begun is half done.

If you start something off well, it will be easier to finish.
What will be will be.

Some things are beyond our control, so there’s no point in worrying about them.

Appendix A continued
Sayings and Phrases

6th Grade Sayings and Phrases 

All for one and one for all

This saying means that all the members of a group must work for the good of each individual member, and each individual member must work for the good of the group as a whole.

All’s well that ends well
This saying from Shakespeare means that if something finally succeeds, then the difficulties or mistakes along the way can be forgotten.
The best-laid plans of mice and men go oft awry
Even if you put a great deal of  careful planning and effort into something, you may not end up with the result you want.
A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush

This saying means that it is much better to be content with what you have than to go chasing after something that may be out of reach: you might end up with nothing.
Don’t cut off  your nose to spite your face

Sometimes out of anger or for revenge we do things that actually end up hurting us rather than making us feel better.  We use this expression to warn against such behavior.
Don’t look a gift horse in the mouth

This saying means that you shouldn’t fault something that is given to you, or criticize the giver.
A fool and his money are soon parted

This saying means that a person who is foolish with his money won’t hold to it for very long.
A friend in need is a friend indeed

Some people are your friends when you are happy but avoid you when you are having trouble.  This saying explains that a true friend is the one who sticks around when you are in need of help, comfort, or anything else.
Good fences make good neighbors

This saying suggests that by clearly marking the boundaries between yourself and other people, you can stay on better terms with them.
He who hesitates is lost

If you wait before you do something, it may be too late.
He who laughs last laughs, laughs best/To have the last laugh

People often ridicule new projects or ideas.  But in the end, when something works, the person who took it seriously gets the best laugh of all – one that proves him right.
Hitch your wagon to a star

This saying means that you should aim as high as you can.
If wishes were horses, beggars would ride

It means that if wishes were easy to achieve, then everyone would have everything they want.
The leopard can’t change its spots

When people say this, they mean that it’s impossible to change or hid a particular trait, because that trait is part of what makes that someone or something what it is.
Appendix A continued
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6th Grade Sayings and Phrases continued

Little strokes fell great oaks

A task may seem overwhelming, but if you break it into manageable smaller tasks and persevere, you can complete it
Money is the root of all evil

This saying means that greed for money can sometimes motivate people to do things that they wouldn’t otherwise do
Necessity is the mother of invention  

People often come up with new ideas, new ways of doing things, or new things because they need to solve a problem
It’s not over till it’s over

This saying means that you can never be sure what the outcome of something will be until the very end.
Nothing will come of nothing / Nothing comes of nothing

This saying tells us that without effort, you can’t accomplish anything.
Once bitten, twice shy

This saying means that people tend to protect themselves from being hurt, especially if they’ve been hurt before.
Procrastination is the thief of time

If you put off doing something, then you may not have enough time left to do it once you finally get started.

The proof of the pudding is in the eating

This phrase means that you can’t judge something until you try it.
Rome wasn’t build in day 

People use this expression to mean that it takes a long time to achieve great things.
A stitch in times saves nine

By taking a little care early,  you may save yourself a lot of trouble later.
Strike while the iron is hot

This saying means that you should do something while circumstances are in your favor.
There’s more than one way to skin a cat

There are many ways to accomplish something or take care of a difficult situation.  IF one way doesn’t work, you can always try another.
Truth is stranger than fiction

Things that happen in real life can be more unusual or surprising than things that people make up in stories.
To have a bee in your bonnet

People say that someone who has a bee in her bonnet is annoyed by or obsessed with something.
To bite the dust

When someone is defeated, we use this saying.

Appendix A continued
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6th Grade Sayings and Phrases continued

Catch as catch can
This phrase describes a situation in which someone must make do with whatever is available at the moment
Eat humble pie

This expression stands for the an unpleasant situation in which you are forced to admit your mistakes or weaknesses.
Give the devil his due

This means that even if you don’t like someone, you can still give that person credit for his or her good points.
Nose out of joint

If someone’s nose is out of joint it means that he or she is annoyed.
On tenterhooks

People use this meaning to mean “nervously waiting for something to happen.”
Pot calling the kettle black

This phrase is used when you criticize someone for having a fault that you yourself possess.
R.I.P.

This abbreviation stands for “Rest in Peace” and is commonly used on gravestones.
Rule of Thumb

This phrase is a general principle or a rough estimate that has been shown by experience to work.
Tempest in a teapot

We use this expression when a large commotion is made over something pretty little.0
Tenderfoot

A tenderfoot is someone who doesn’t have very much experience at something.
Wolf in sheep’s clothing

This phrase describes someone who appears to be harmless or friendly but who is really dangerous or untrustworthy.
Touché

We sat this when we accomplish something difficult or make a clever counter-response in an argument.
Appendix B
Figurative/Literal Drawing Page 

Directions:  You will need to label the top of the paper with the saying and phrase that you are doing.  You will need to draw a picture that describes the saying figuratively and on the other side draw a picture of the saying literally.



Appendix C
Example of Matching: answer key
This is an example of how the cards should look.  You can create your own answer key with the phrases that you have chosen to do with this lesson.

                                                                                                                                              

Appendix C 

Criteria for Project     
Criteria for Project and Internet Research

Your assignment is to research and identify specific details of the saying that has been assigned to you.  You can use the Internet (or other means of research) to help you in your quest for the following information:

A) Meaning ~ you will need to find the meaning of your saying.

B) Origin ~ you will need to identify where your saying originally came from.

C) Picture ~ you will need to search for a picture that explains your saying.

Once you have researched your saying and found the criteria you will need to type or write your information in paragraph form and attach your picture to the bottom. Make sure that you state what saying you have been assigned to research, tell the meaning and the origin of the saying in complete sentences.  

	Appendix D

Scoring Rubric

Research Report: Sayings and Phrases Project



Student Name:    __________________________________________
Date Due:            ____________     Date Turned In: ______________



	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Organization 
	Information is very organized with a well-constructed paragraph 
	Information is organized with a well-constructed paragraph. 
	Information is organized, but paragraph is not well-constructed. 
	The information appears to be disorganized. 

	Illustration 
	Illustration is neat, accurate and adds to the reader's understanding of the topic. 
	Illustration is accurate and adds to the reader's understanding of the topic. 
	Illustrations are neat and accurate and sometimes add to the reader's understanding of the topic. 
	Illustrations are not accurate OR do not add to the reader's understanding of the topic. 

	Mechanics 
	No grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors. 
	Almost no grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors 
	A few grammatical spelling, or punctuation errors. 
	Many grammatical, spelling, or punctuation errors. 

	Origin 
	Origin is accurate, easily understood, and adds to the reader's understanding of the saying 
	Origin is somewhat accurate and adds to the reader's understanding of the saying 
	Origin is barely accurate and does not add to the reader's understanding of the saying. 
	Origin is not correct and confuses the reader. 

	Meaning 
	Meaning is accurate, easily understood, and adds to the reader's understanding of the saying. 
	Meaning is somewhat accurate and adds to the reader's understanding of the saying. 
	Meaning is barely accurate and does not add to the reader's understanding of the saying. 
	Meaning is not correct and confuses the reader. 


Total Points: ____________________ Grade: _________________________

Appendix E

Instructions for Written/Drama Vignette
You will need to choose one of the following to complete.

Written

After you have heard an example of a vignette, you will need to pick a saying that you have an understanding of and create your own story about the saying.  Make sure you include the saying in your story.  Your story needs to makes sense so that your reader’s will gain an understanding of the saying.  Your final task will be to present your story to your classmates.

Drama

After you have heard an example of a vignette, you will need to pick a saying that you have an understanding of and create your own story about the saying. If you choose this avenue, you will be required to act out your saying.  You will need to have 3 different props for your scene. Props can be created or brought from home.  These allow you to give your audience a clear understanding of what you are trying to act out.  In this project, you will tell the audience your saying after you have acted it out.

	Appendix F

Rubric for Written Vignette


Student Name:      ________________________________________

Date Due:              _______________     Date Turned In:_________



	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Introduction 
	Story has a "grabber" or catchy beginning. 
	Story has a weak "grabber". 
	A catchy beginning was attempted but was confusing rather than catchy. 
	No attempt was made to catch the reader's attention in introduction. 

	Organization 
	The story is very well organized. One idea or scene follows another in a logical sequence with clear transitions. 
	The story is pretty well organized. One idea or scene may seem out of place. Clear transitions are used. 
	The story is a little hard to follow. The transitions are sometimes not clear. 
	Ideas and scenes seem to be randomly arranged. 

	Spelling and Punctuation 
	There are no spelling or punctuation errors in the final draft. Character and place names that the author invented are spelled consistently throughout. 
	There is one spelling or punctuation error in the final draft. 
	There are 2-3 spelling and punctuation errors in the final draft. 
	The final draft has more than 3 spelling and punctuation errors. 

	Neatness 
	The final draft of the story is readable, clean, neat and attractive. It is free of erasures and crossed-out words. It looks like the author took great pride in it. 
	The final draft of the story is readable, neat and attractive. It may have one or two erasures, but they are not distracting. It looks like the author took some pride in it. 
	The final draft of the story is readable and some of the pages are attractive. It looks like parts of it might have been done in a hurry. 
	The final draft is not neat or attractive. It looks like the student just wanted to get it done and didn't care what it looked like. 

	Focus on Assigned Topic 
	The entire story is related to the assigned topic and allows the reader to understand much more about the topic. 
	Most of the story is related to the assigned topic. The story wanders off at one point, but the reader can still learn something about the topic. 
	Some of the story is related to the assigned topic, but a reader does not learn much about the topic. 
	No attempt has been made to relate the story to the assigned topic. 


Total Points: ____________________ Grade: _________________________

	Appendix G

Rubric for Drama Vignette



Student Name:     ________________________________________ 

Date Due:             ______________ Date Turned In: ____________



	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Acting/dialogue 
	The student uses consistent voices, facial expressions and movements to make the characters more believable and the story more easily understood. 
	The student often uses voices, facial expressions and movements to make the characters more believable and the story more easily understood. 
	The student tries to use voices, facial expressions and movements to make the characters more believable and the story more easily understood. 
	The student tells the story but does not use voices, facial expressions or movement to make the storytelling more interesting or clear. 

	Props 
	Has 3 or more props 
	Has 2 props 
	Has 1 prop 
	Has no props 

	Organization 
	The student is well organized and clearly understands the saying. 
	The student is organized and has a basic understanding of the saying. 
	The student is barely organized and shows little understanding of the meaning. 
	The student is not organized and is not clear on the meaning of the saying. 

	Demonstration of Saying 
	The audience understood and knew what saying the student was acting out. 
	The audience had a basic understanding of the saying that the student was acting out. 
	The audience gained a vague understanding of the saying that the student was acting out. 
	The audience did not gain an understanding of the saying that the student was acting out. 


Total Points: ____________________ Grade: _________________________

Meaning


When someone says that someone is wearing his or her “birthday suit,” we mean that person is naked.





Saying and Phrase


Birthday Suit











Figurative Picture





Literal Picture
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