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Snapshots of New Mexico
Fill each frame with a drawing of the changes you think New Mexico experienced after it 
became a U.S. territory.

Activator1Growth and Change Lesson
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Complete the KIM chart with a key idea, additional information, and a memory clue for each 
Key Term. The first example is done for you.

springs up quickly often based on mining

  Key Idea Additional Information Memory Clue

boomtown

conversos

homesteader

penitent

persecution

santo

Key Terms1Growth and Change Lesson
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Take Mental Snapshots
As you read the lesson, stop at certain points and draw a quick sketch of what you visualized. 
Pay close attention as you read to watch for descriptive words and phrases. 

Comprehension Strategy (page 1 of 2)1Growth and Change Lesson

Page___________

Page___________

Page___________
Page___________
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Page___________

Page___________

Page___________
Page___________

Comprehension Strategy (page 2 of 2)1Growth and Change Lesson
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Summary of New Mexico’s Growth
Write a paragraph about the changes that happened in New Mexico after it became a U.S. 
territory. Use the tips below to help you write your paragraph.

Tips for Writing a Good Paragraph
Write a sentence stating the main idea of your paragraph.•	

Write 3 to 6 sentences to support the main idea. These sentences •	
should include details from the chapter.

Write a sentence to conclude your paragraph. This sentence should •	
restate your main idea.

Application1Growth and Change Lesson
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Wild, Wild West
The image shown is one representation of the Wild West. Study the image and answer the 
questions.

Activator2Part of the Wild West Lesson

How does this image represent the Wild West? Be specific. 1.	  

	  

	

How do the people shown in the image represent the Wild West? 2.	  

	  

	

Do you agree with this representation of the Wild West? 3.	  
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Write a definition for each of the Key Terms in your own words. Use each Key Term in a 
sentence that shows the meaning of the word. Then write a paragraph about New Mexico using 
each of the sentences you wrote.

corrupt 1.	

Definition: ____________________________________________________________________

Sentence: ____________________________________________________________________

posse2.	

Definition: ____________________________________________________________________

Sentence: ____________________________________________________________________

squatter3.	

Definition: ____________________________________________________________________

Sentence: ____________________________________________________________________

Key Terms2Part of the Wild West Lesson



Name Date

60 Student Guide
Use with The New Mexico Journey © 2012 Gibbs Smith Education

Visualize to Retell
As you read the lesson, visualize the events that you are reading about. Stop at the end of each 
section and record details about what you visualized in that section. You may choose to draw 
or write the details.

Comprehension Strategy2Part of the Wild West Lesson

Use what you visualized to write a summary of the lesson on a separate sheet of paper.

How Lawlessness Grew

Lincoln County War

Land Grants Challenged
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The Wild West!
Create a poster that advertises the Wild West. Create a title and picture for the poster. Write a 
short summary about the Wild West using information from the lesson. 

Application2Part of the Wild West Lesson
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We the People
One of the requirements for statehood was to have an approved state constitution that upheld 
the principles of the U.S. Constitution and guaranteed rights for its citizens. Read the purpose 
of a constitution as set forth in the Preamble to the U.S. Constitution. Then write the purpose 
of a constitution in your own words.

We the People of the United States, 
in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish 
Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the 
common defense, promote the general Welfare, and 
secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our 
Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for 
the United States of America.
______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Activator3The Struggle for Statehood Lesson
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fy

Complete a word web for each Key Term. Fill the surrounding circles with words that describe 
or relate to the term. 

Key Terms (page 1 of 2)3The Struggle for Statehood Lesson
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Key Terms (page 2 of 2)3The Struggle for Statehood Lesson



Name Date

65
© 2012 Gibbs Smith Education Use with The New Mexico Journey

Student Guide

C
H

A
P

TER
 1

C
H

A
P

TER
 2

C
H

A
P

TER
 3

C
H

A
P

TER
 4

C
H

A
P

TER
 5

C
H

A
P

TER
 6

C
H

A
P

TER
 7

C
H

A
P

TER
 8

C
H

A
P

TER
 9

C
H

A
P

TER
 1

0

Use Your Senses
As you read the lesson, imagine the sights, sounds, physical touch, smells, and tastes people 
from the lesson might have experienced. Record parts of the lesson that appeal to your five 
senses as you imagine yourself being there.

Comprehension Strategy3The Struggle for Statehood Lesson

Page #

they saw . . .

they touched . . .

they heard . . .

they smelled . . .

they tasted . . .
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Tanka Poem
Write two tanka poems about two different struggles New Mexico had while becoming a state. 
Use details and information from the lesson to write your poems.

TANKA POEM 1 Title: _ _____________________________________________________

Line 1: Five syllables _________________________________________________________

Line 2: Seven syllables ________________________________________________________

Line 3: Five syllables _________________________________________________________

Line 4: Seven syllables ________________________________________________________

Line 5: Seven syllables ________________________________________________________

Application3The Struggle for Statehood Lesson

TANKA POEM 2 Title: _ _____________________________________________________

Line 1: Five syllables _________________________________________________________

Line 2: Seven syllables ________________________________________________________

Line 3: Five syllables _________________________________________________________

Line 4: Seven syllables ________________________________________________________

Line 5: Seven syllables ________________________________________________________


